(housed at USDA, Beltsville, MD), Martin noted a small number of Bemisia afer -group samples that are likely to be conspecific with the samples from B. frutescens in Belize. These samples were either field-collected in, or intercepted by US quarantine authorities from Honduras, Mexico and El Salvador. Quoted host plants include Pouteria sp (Sapotaceae), Hibiscus sp (Malvaceae), Origanum sp (Labiateae), Ficus sp or spp (Moraceae), Serjania sp (Sapindaceae) and Psidium guajava (Myrtaceae). There are also two additional slides from Belize in BMNH, one from an unidentified woody vine and matching the Bocconia puparia, and the other (possibly a smooth-leaf form of the same species) from a wild cassava plant growing on a forest track remote from agriculture. From this material, it appears that this taxon is widespread and oligophagous in Central America. Bink-Moenen (1983) proposed the synonymy of Bemisia hancocki Corbett (1936) with B. afer (Priesner & Hosny 1934) . This synonymy was based on examination of one badly damaged syntype of B. afer deposited in the BMNH. Based on Martin's subsequent examination of a complete syntype puparium of B. hancocki deposited in USNM, this synonymy may have been premature. However, with the considerable degree of puparial morphological plasticity now becoming evident within the B. afer group, formally resurrecting B. hancocki could cause further nomenclatural confusion at this point.
B. hancocki was first described from cotton ( Gossypium hirsutum L.) in Uganda by Corbett (1936) . Mound (1965) 
